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AMRIT INDO CANADIAN ACADEMY 

SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT - I 

CLASS VIII 

SUBJECT = SOCIAL SCIENCES 

TIME : 3 hrs                                                                                          M.M. 80 

General Instructions: 

This paper consists of 5 sections: 

Section A Knowledge   30 marks 

Section B Understanding  16 marks 

Section C Apply    12 marks 

Section D Critical Thinking  12 marks 

Section E Creative    8 marks 

a) Attempt all the questions of a particular section before moving to the next section. 

b) Read each question carefully and follow all the instructions. 

 

SECTION - A (KNOWLEDGE) 32M 

A.1 Name two potential natural resources that have been converted to actual resources by 

technology.              1M 

A.2 Name two renewable resources that you think are being affected by overuse, by humans. 1M 

A.3 How are terrace farming and contour ploughing different ?      3M 

A.4 How has CITES contributed to the conservation efforts of international community ?  2M 

A.5 Give two examples of minerals that are extracted by quarrying and open cast mining ?  2M 

A.6 Explain briefly the key features of Indian constitution ?       3M 

A.7 What is the role of a parliament in a democracy ?        3M 

A.8 What attracted European trading companies to India?       2M 

A.9 In what ways the British changed their policies as the result of the rebellion of 1857?  3M 

A.10 Enumerate the features of permanent settlement.       2M 

A.11 How Public Interest Litigation (PIL) of 1980’s is a significant step in ensuring access to justice 

to all?               2M 

A.12 Explain the doctrine of lapse. Write the names of states which were lapsed.    3M 

A.13 What does freedom mean to poor. Analyse        3M 

A.14 What were the immediate reasons responsible for the rebellion of 1857?    2M 

 

SECTION - B (UNDERSTANDING) 16M 

B.1 Define weathering and write down the various factors that impact soil formation.   3M 

B.2 It is often said in literary circles that democracy is just another form of authoritarian rule where 

people are all powerful only for five minutes, once they have voted, they are mere puppets to be 

played with, only by a few handful of rulers. Comment.       3M 

B.3 Explain the system of subsidiary alliance and how it leaned in the favour of British empire? 3M 

B.4 Write in detail, the reasons as well as consequences of blue rebellion ?    4M 

B.5 What problems did shifting cultivators face under British rule ?      3M 

 

SECTION - C (APPLY) 12M 

C.1 By year 2035 India will be the most populated country in the world. What some see as a liability 

is seen by others as a resource. Suggest three measures that you think will help India, convert its 

excessive population into human resource ?         3M 

C.2 Write down, what you believe are the major threats to the environment in India due to construction 

activities. Also suggest different measure to overcome such challenges.   3M 

C.3. Locate the following countries on the world map :       4M 



a) Germany b) Sweden c) France d) South Africa 

Locate the following on the map of India : 

a) any one location where wind energy can be best harnessed. 

b) any one location where nuclear power can be best harnessed. 

c) any one location where geothermal energy can be best harnessed. 

d) any one location where tidal energy is being harnessed. 

C.4 Imagine that you are a historian wanting to find out about how agriculture changed in a remote 

tribal area after independence. List the different ways in which you would find the information on 

this.              2M 

 

SECTION - D (ANALYSE) 12M 

D.1 How do the patents increase the value of the resources ?     2M 

D.2 How has the land, type of soil and water availability influenced the lifestyle of people in 

Punjab?             2M 

D.3 Write six different reasons highlighting the importance of a constitution in a democracy. 3M 

D.4 What is secularism ? Is it actually being practised in India or is it just another jewel on paper. 

What do you think needs to be done to make India even more secular?     3M 

D.5 Britishers landed in India just as a trading company ? How then did they became the masters of 

such a vast empire ?            2M 

 

 

SECTION - E (CREATE) 8M 

E.1 Fighting for the rights but ignoring the duties is a new dangerous trend that is affecting the 

quality of life in India. If you are made the P.M of the country what duties would you like to make 

mandatory for all the citizens of the country through law, and how would you convince the 

opposition to support you for your initiative ?         4M 

E.2 One example of arbitrariness of British rule was the sedition act of 1870 where people of India 

were punished severely for protesting against British rule. We put a united fight against Britishers 

and gained Independence but sedition act was never revoked and still is being misused by several 

Indian politicians against Indian citizens. How can you label an Indian anti India just because they 

raised their concern against the ruling party. If you are caught in this situation how would you deal 

with it. Remember police, government, media all will working be against you.    4M 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



AMRIT INDO CANADIAN ACADEMY 
Ladian, Ludhiana 

Date: Class : VIII (SA I) 
Time: 3 hrs                                           Paper : English (Set B)                                       M.M.: 80 
General Instructions: 
1. This paper consists of five sections: A, B, C, D & E 
2. Attempt all the questions. 
3. Don’t write anything on the question-paper. 
4. Read each question carefully and follow the given instructions. 
5. All the answers must be correctly numbered and written in the answer sheet provided to 
you. 
6. Ensure that questions of each section are answered together. 
 
A.1 Fill in the blanks with a suitable word each:         5M 

On a chilly, windy morning I left (a)………….. home for the airport. On the way it (b) ……….to rain, the first of the 

winter: (c)………..for the rabi crop (d)……..not for a human low (e)……………spirits. 

A.2               8M 

On the basis of your reading of the given poem, answer the questions that follow: 

When storm-clouds rumble in the sky and June showers come down. 

The moist east wind comes marching over the heath to blow its 

bagpipes among the bamboos. 

Then crowds of flowers come out of a sudden, from nobody knows 

where, and dance upon the grass in wild glee. 

Mother, I really think the flowers go to school underground. 

They do their lessons with doors shut, and if they want to 

come out to play before it is time, their master makes them stand 

in a corner. 

When the rain come they have their holidays. 

Branches clash together in the forest, and the leaves rustle 

in the wild wind, the thunder-clouds clap their giant hands and the 

flower children rush out in dresses of pink and yellow and white. 

Do you know, mother, their home is in the sky, where the stars 

are. 

Haven't you see how eager they are to get there? Don't you 

know why they are in such a hurry? 

Of course, I can guess to whom they raise their arms; they 

have their mother as I have my own. 

A. Answer the following questions:          3x1=3M 

1. What does the phrase ‘to blow its bagpipes among the bamboos’ mean? 

2. What does the poet compare the flowers with? 

3. “…and if they want to come out to play before it is time”. What time is being referred to here? 

B. Pick out four words from the poem that indicate sound.        2M 

C. Choose words from the passage that mean the same as:       2M 

a. Excited 

b. Huge 

D. Choose words from the passage that mean exactly the opposite to: ‘domestic’ 1M 

1 Answer any four of the following questions in about 30-40 words: 

i. What helped the East India Company to overpower Indian princes? 

ii. How according to Hans Wolf, football is a better way to resolve war? 

iii. Why did Princess September keep her window open day and night? 

iiii. What kind of things did Jaya and children like her collect? What did they do with those things? 

v. What did Hafeez Contractor have nightmares about?                  (4x2=8) 

2 Answer any four of the following questions in about 30-40 words: 

i. Which summit is more dangerous according to the author in the chapter ‘The Summit 



Within’. Why is it so? 4M 

3 52 hukams of Guru Gobind Singh ji are discussed in school every Monday. Write a diary entry in about 80 words, 

the impact they leave on you. 4M 

4 Read the extract below and answer the questions that follow: 3M 

My heart was so light 

That I sang day and night, 

For all nature looked gay. 

“You sang, Sir, you say? 

Go then," says the ant, “and dance the winter away." 

i. Write the name of the poem from where the extract has been taken. 

ii. Whose heart is light? 

iii. What did he do? 

 

 

SECTION - B (UNDERSTANDING) 16M 

 

B.1 Read the paragraph and answer the questions :       10M 

Success is one of the hardest things to define, because success can mean very many things to very many people. Yet, if 

we have to somehow summarise our different life experiences and come to an understanding of what success is, we can 

define it as the ability to direct our mind and body towards a certain goal. Pursuing a goal with intelligence, awareness, 

hard work and problem solving skills, and getting to that desired goal constitutes success. Success is the journey one 

takes on the path of accomplishing his/her life’s desires and goals. Success is always personal. Although people can 

recognise your success externally, the real meaning of success is always internal. If you yourself have not accepted your 

success then it simply doesn’t matter whether people have accepted it or not. Defining the meaning of success, as 

clearly as possible, is the first step in moving towards your goals. So what exactly is success? How do we define 

success? More than anything else, success is a mindset. We don’t just succeed or fail in trying to accomplish certain 

activities; we succeed and fail in life as a whole. Success cannot be simply divided into different activities we are trying 

to accomplish. 

 

We either succeed in everything or fail in everything. This might be a little difficult to understand but spare a moment 

and give it a thought. Why is it that some people seem to succeed in life again and again, as often as they want, while 

most others struggle to succeed at even the simplest of things? The reason for this is, success is not an activity; it is a 

mindset. Once you have truly grasped the mindset of success, the formula of success, you will know how to apply it in 

different situations. On the contrary if you have not figured out the secret of success, succeeding at even one thing will 

seem like an herculean task. 

 

People who succeed again and again have mastered the mindset of success. Some of the components of this mindset of 

success are – learning to handle failures, quickly bouncing back from set-backs, using your intelligence and awareness, 

possessing courage and confidence, ability to take risks, persistence, patience, determination etc. Notice how not a 

single thing that will help you to succeed has absolutely nothing to do with any particular activity. Success is all about 

our internal state of being and how we control and direct our mind and body. Mastering this internal state of success is 

the only way to assure your success. This is why it is so important to pay attention to what is happening within you. You 

have to learn the art of observing your thoughts and learning from it. You have to pay more attention to the qualities of 

success than simply slogging through different activities. Get the formula right and you will know how to succeed at 

anything. 

1) Why success is so hard to define ? 

2) Why some people never succeed in their lives? 

3) What are the major attributes of a successful mindset ? 

4) What does success mean to you ? 

5) Sketch a rough roadmap that you believe would take you closer to your goal ? 

B.2 i) With reference to the chapters ‘The Tsunami’, ‘Glimpses of Past’ and ‘Geography Lesson’, give your opinion as 

to how interlinking of subjects helps in promoting understanding and knowledge ? 3M 

ii. Give examples from the chapters (at least one from each chapter) 3M 

 

SECTION - C (APPLY) 12M 



C.1 Rearrange the given words/phrases to form meaningful sentences: 4M 

a) it / heats up / was known / the earth’s crust / faster than 

b) rocks take / researchers used / how long / to determine / to conduct heat / laser-based techniques 

c) decreased / temperatures / with increasing / the conductivity 

d) longer / in other words, / heated up fast / the rocks / and stayed hot 

C.2 In the following passage, one word has been omitted in each line against which a blank is given. Write the 

missing word and put a slash to mark the place where you suggest to insert it. 4M 

The internet – it’s hard think of life (a)________________ 

without it. But many parents days (b) ________________ 

may argue that it comes to their kids, (c) ________________ 

life with it may be challenging than (d) ________________ 

living without it as lives more connected now (e) ________________ 

C.3 As stories multiplied and attention span shortened in this new era of internet, a new form of storytelling took 

space. Its called micro-fiction. 5-6 lines and story complete. Two examples are given below : 

Example 1 “I still remember that scent as the rain poured over his burning pyre,” 4M 

he said recalling the day. 

It smelled like freedom” (A story of a martyr) 

Example 2 80k likes. (This explains how rumours can be made news by internet) 

40k shares. 

20k retweets. 

Hence, it became the truth. 
Now write your own micro-fiction on “Teacher” 

 

SECTION - D (ANALYSE) 12M 

D.1 If happiness was the national currency, what kind of work would make you rich 4M 

D.2 Your school is considering making several changes to the way teaching is done. What is one change that you would 

recommend, and why is it important? Use specific details and examples to justify this change. 4M 

D.3 Taking clues and references from the chapter ‘ The best Christmas present in the world’ analyse whether violence is 

a good way to end conflicts in life ? 4M 

 

SECTION - E (CREATE) 8M 

E.1 Discipline is the most important thing for achieving success in this world of constant change. Write an article 

evaluating and describing your own reasons as to why you are not able to stay in discipline during school hours in about 

120-150 words. 


